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soil and water could support, not in the best seasons, but in
the worst; the whole a pattern adjusted with such precision
that the larvae were dependent on plants which depended on
the rainfall, the. birds on the larvae, and smaller carnivora
on the birds... a delicate chain, whose balance could be up-
set by the elimination of a single factor... a storm that
swept away the birds, allowing the insects to multiply till they
destroyed the vegetal covering of the earth, a rain that
washed away the larvae, a drought that desiccated the
country.
By these events life was destroyed, the balance gone, but
only temporarily. After a lapse of time it would be restored;
in another form, perhaps, in a new design, but life as perfect,
as complete, but more adapted to the changed conditions...
life, always up to the optimum of possibility. Channel thought
of the hundreds of thousands of Negroes exported as slaves
from West Africa... today where was the gap? Was Africa
empty? Hundreds of thousands exported, hundreds of thou-
sands dead in the Middle Passage, terror, pain, and cruelty
almost unimaginable to the individual, had done nothing to
the stock. It was here, on these grounds, that the humani-
tarian ran foul of the eugenist and the statistician. The ques-
tion of infant welfare was related to contraception, to steriliza-
tion; insanity, education, and nutrition were related to crime;
politics, religion, and sex to economics.
Thought had gone far since Malthus wrote his essay and
developed his theory that population tended continually to
outrun its means of subsistence. Malthus, the abbe* to whom
contraception was attributed, had no idea of such a thing, at
least no idea that went beyond continence which he con-
sidered unpractical. Yet from Malthus sprang Charles Darwin
and Wallace; from them came the destruction of belief in the
Bible as it stood, word for inspired word; and from there
stemmed the present period of materialistic anarchy that rose
out of a hurnanitarianisrn Ulogically and half-heartedly con-
ceived in the last century.